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Canada Joins Europe’s $240B SAFE Program. Opening Historic 

Opportunity for Canadian Defence Innovators 

 

Canada has formally joined the European Union’s Security Action for Europe (SAFE) 

program and an ambitious €150 billion (approx. C$240 billion) initiative that accelerates 

joint military procurement and strengthens defence readiness across Europe. The move 

marks a strategic deepening of Canada–EU cooperation and opens unprecedented 

pathways for Canadian defence and technology companies to participate in one of the 

largest collective security investment programs in the world. 

Stephen Fuhr, Secretary of State (Canada), described the moment on LinkedIn: “Today 

marks the beginning of an even stronger future in the relationship between Canada and 

Europe.” Canada becomes the first nation outside Europe to receive preferential access 

to SAFE, an achievement that will reshape opportunities for domestic defence 

manufacturers, robotics innovators, and dual-use technology developers. 

 

What SAFE Means for Canada 

SAFE is a cornerstone of Europe’s Readiness 2030 initiative. It provides low-interest loans 

to accelerate joint procurement of urgently needed military equipment, including: 

• Ammunition and artillery systems 

• Drones and autonomous platforms 

• Counter-UAS technologies 

• Advanced sensors and defence-grade robotics 

Canada’s participation includes: 

• Preferential Access to EU-Funded Procurement 

• Canadian companies can now bid on major EU-backed defence contracts that were 

previously inaccessible. 

• Low-Interest Financing for Defence Manufacturing 
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• Canadian firms can leverage SAFE’s financial instruments to increase production, 

scale manufacturing, and export into Europe’s defence markets. 

• Capability Gap Exemptions 

Although SAFE projects typically require 65% EU-origin components, Canada negotiated 

exemptions, which opened the door for Canadian-built systems to be integrated far more 

easily. 

 

A Strategic Shift in Defence Partnerships 

The agreement diversifies Canada’s defence relationships beyond the United States and 

strengthens transatlantic ties as Europe seeks a more resilient, self-reliant security base. 

Negotiations were concluded in early December 2025, setting the stage for swift 

ratification. 

 

Why InDro Robotics and Bravo Zulu Are Poised to Benefit 

InDro Robotics and Bravo Zulu, part of Indrotek’s ecosystem, are uniquely positioned to 

capitalize on SAFE’s procurement opportunities. The group designs, manufactures, and 

deploys advanced autonomous systems, counter-drone technologies, and dual-use 

robotics that align directly with SAFE’s focus areas. Indrotek’s ecosystem fits with SAFE 

priorities. From modular autonomy platforms to drone and ground systems ready for 

rapid defence adaptation, Indrotek’s portfolio maps tightly to SAFE’s demand for: 

• Dual-use robotics 

• AI-enabled autonomous vehicles 

• Counter-UAS platforms 

• Multi-domain situational awareness solutions 

• Rapid-deployable security and surveillance systems 

 

Canada’s participation in SAFE effectively expands Indrotek’s export market into all EU 

member states and their defence agencies. 
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CEO Philip Reece: “This represents a tremendous opportunity.” 

Philip Reece, CEO and Founder of InDro Robotics, called Canada’s entry into SAFE "a 

powerful step forward for Canadian innovation." Reece, who recently returned from 

strategic meetings in France and the United Kingdom, noted that international interest in 

Canadian-made autonomous systems is at an all-time high: “SAFE represents a 

tremendous opportunity for Canada’s robotics and defence technology sector. Our recent 

travels to France and the UK have reinforced that Europe is seeking exactly the types of 

solutions Canadian innovators like Indro Robotics and Bravo Zulu provide. We believe 

these new partnerships will bear significant fruit.” Reece added that InDro Robotics is 

already prepared to support SAFE partners with rapidly deployable autonomous systems, 

counter-drone research, and dual-use technologies ready for production at scale. 

 

Bravo Zulu: Counter-Drone Systems Aligned With EU Demand 

Bravo Zulu, Indrotek’s defence-focused division, is also well-positioned to participate. The 

company holds Canadian rights to several leading counter-drone systems, including 

award-winning platforms recognized internationally for excellence in UAV threat 

detection and mitigation. With SAFE prioritizing procurement of counter-UAS and tactical 

defence systems, Bravo Zulu’s existing products and integrations make it a natural 

candidate for EU procurement programs. 

 

A Convergence of Opportunity: SAFE + Canada’s Historic Defence Budget 

Canada’s entry into SAFE comes at a moment of historic national reinvestment. As 

outlined in Indrotek’s recent article of the 2025 Canadian Defence Budget (which can be 

found here on Indrotek.com), Ottawa has committed: 

• Over $80 billion in new five-year defence investments 

• $6.6 billion for Canada’s first-ever Defence Industrial Strategy 

• $17.9 billion for vehicles, counter-drone systems, and autonomous platforms 

• Creation of a Defence Investment Agency to accelerate procurement and support 
domestic suppliers 

https://indrotek.com/investment-highlights/
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• A shift to ‘Buy-Canadian’ industrial benefits 

 

This renewed focus on dual-use technology aligns directly with InDro Robotics and Bravo 

Zulu, which are already delivering Canadian-built robotics, autonomy solutions, and 

defence technologies to national and allied customers.  

As Reece emphasized in previous public statements, Canada’s strategy finally matches the 

capabilities of domestic innovators. “We have the tech, the talent, and the ambition. SAFE 

and Budget 2025 together create the clearest path yet for Canadian companies to become 

global leaders.” 

 

The Road Ahead 

Canada’s participation in SAFE marks a significant moment in the evolution of its defence 

industrial base. For the first time, Canadian companies can: 

• Compete directly in large-scale European defence procurement 

• Access financing tools designed to accelerate production 

• Build transatlantic partnerships to grow manufacturing capacity 

• Export defence-grade technologies into a unified EU market 

• Collaborate with European allies on next-generation platforms 

 

For Indrotek’s ecosystem and the solution we can provide, the timing is ideal. With strong 

Canadian investment, growing international credibility, and a portfolio aligned with EU 

priorities, the group stands ready to support both Canadian and European defence 

modernization efforts. 

As Secretary of State Stephen Fuhr emphasized, this partnership “marks the beginning of 

an even stronger future.” Indrotek’s leadership agrees with that and is preparing to be 

part of that future. 
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Why It Matters for Investors 

For investors, Canada’s entry into the SAFE program, combined with the country’s historic 

defence budget, signals a multi-year surge in demand for robotics, autonomy, and 

advanced security technologies. Indrotek, InDro Robotics and Bravo Zulu, are already 

deeply aligned with the procurement priorities of both Ottawa and the EU, positioning 

them to capture significant contract opportunities and scale production rapidly. With new 

access to EU-funded tenders, low-interest defence manufacturing loans, and Canada’s 

shift toward a domestic defence industrial base, the Indrotek ecosystem stands at the 

intersection of two massive capital flows. For investors seeking exposure to dual-use 

technology, defence innovation, and transatlantic supply-chain growth, this moment 

represents a rare inflection point as Indrotek could emerge as a potential leader in a 

rapidly expanding global market. 
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